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If the Sultan had thought that Britain would not support him, he
would have backed down, but he counted on Palmerston and Russell,
and on the British ambassador at the Porte, Lord Stratford de Red-
clifTe, who was a furious anti-Russian.
Lord Aberdeen was forced to agree to the steps which led to war
(e.g. sending the fleet into the Black Seu) as the sole hope of maintaining
peace. If he had refused, Palmerston and Russell would have resigned,
the Ministry would have collapsed, and a new Ministry formed, which
would have made war at once.
(N.B.—This was about the only subject on which Palmerston and
Lord John were agreed. Palmerston had just threatened to resign if
the Cabinet went on with Russell's Bill for Parliamentary Reform.)
No, 206.—THE COURSE OF THE CRIMEAN WAR.
September 1854.   Allied troops land in Crimea.
Battle of the Alma.
Siege of Sebastopol begins.
October 1854.        Battle of Balaklava.    (In defence of British sea
base.)
November 1854.    Battle of Inkerman.   (An attempt by Russians to
raise the siege.)
January 1855.        Sardinia enters the war.
March 1855.	Death of Czar Nicholas II.
June 1855.	Unsuccessful attack by Allies on MalakorT and
Redan redoubts.
August 1855.         Battle of Tchernaya.  (French and Sardinians repel
Russian sortie.)
September 1855.   French capture Malakorl.    British capture, but
fail to hold, Redan.
Russians evacuate Sebastopol the next day.
No. 207.—THE RESULTS OF THE CRIMEAN WAR.
By the Treaty of Paris (1855) the Czar abandoned all claim to inter-
fere on behalf of the Balkan Christians, but the Sultan undertook to
treat them better ; the Sultan was guaranteed his possessions in
Europe by the Powers ; and the Czar agreed that the Black Sea should
be " neutralised " (i.e. no warships to be kept there).
But none of these " results " were of any permanent value.—Turkey ill-
treated the Balkan Christians as before, causing a rebellion in 1876
(§ 312). Russia turned her attention to Asiatic expansion, making
Britain more nervous about India than ever. The DanuSian provinces
gained their independence after all—formed Kingdom of Rumania in
1861—in spite of the Powers' guarantee of the " integrity " of Turkish
dominions. The Czar repudiated the neutrality of the Black Sea in
1871, when neither France nor Britain were in a position to resist him
(§ 3io).
(And Britain lost all chance of the promised remission of tb* Income
Tax!)

